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Introduction: A rich continent but with impoverished people 

Africa is filled with natural resources (rivers, sun, forests…) and all sort of raw materials. 
But the continent is also characterised by a vast diversity of living beings (people, flora, 
and fauna). However the African culture seriously struggles to be maintain, protected 
and developed due to globalisation but still exists nevertheless. 

For that reason, we can hope that in view of the current evolution of the world, the future 
of humanity may depend on our continent. 

But, for the “cradle of humanity” gets free of the relating wars to all the lusts that it 
creates, and that it constitutes a land of prosperity for the African people and for the 
entire humanity; the African countries will have to develop political systems that further 
peace and prosperity. 

It is precisely the proactive and main thought processes of the Federalitude. 

The federalitude allows an integrated global political system and built on the abilities of 
the local populations to hold their responsibilities, in an endogenous way. 

It advocates “an avant-garde political system, progressive, social, humanistic and 
humanitarian. 

The Federalitude recommends a state organisation favorable to the consultation, 
dialogue, consensus, preservation of diversity and minorities protection. 

It aims at conciliating the research of specific unity in all societies and the respect of 
diversity (cultural, linguistic, ethnic, religious, etc.) in the multicultural states”. 

What does justify the Federalitude? 

What does, in concrete terms, consist of? 

Could the Federalitude modify the governing behaviour of our states and change the 
destiny of the African people? 

I. Explaining the origins of the African problems… for a good assimilation 

Before the arrival of the colonization, lots of African societies were organized in a 
traditional lineage system (family, clan, ethnic, ethnic group, etc). These societies formed 
some nations relatively huge. This was, geographically and politically, materialized by 
villages, kingships; and even by empires with ways of organization, of economy and 
management suited to their size and their complexity. 

In other words, these nations were actually micro-states of variable sizes. At the 
economical level, the exchanges were operated in harmony and in respect of the 
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anthropological, sociological and political realities. It was like the way that the African 
people had been living and advanced for centuries. 

Then, came the colonization era! Lead by the “3M” –Military, Mercantilism and 
Missionary- on the pretence of bringing the “3C” –Civilization, Commerce and 
Christianity-. This colonization –obliged- came to disturb, suddenly and totally, the 
stability of the African ecosystem. 

After close to ten centuries of exploitation, of deportation and disorder due to the 
colonization, the African people went to lose their specific marks. 

The African post-colonization states constitute, nowadays, a sort of disused enclosures 
that the native people try to get suited again. 

But, the return is painfully done, because when the colonists quitted Africa, “giving the 
independencies”, they left behind them an “ossified” and inadequate political system. 

The imposed artificial and political system is alike to the borders of the present post-
colonialist states in Africa. It’s a matter of factitious states, issued by the abandonment 
of ancient exploitation areas imagined in the Berlin conference, 1885. 

Even if the situation seems growing better, these states –in majority- are still victims of 
social disparities, to poverty, to unemployment, to the lack of basic infrastructures; and 

also to the dissatisfaction in front of social and fundamental needs. 

II. Leaning on the local populations to restore 

If the entire African people had chosen modernity on their own decision, they certainly 
would have followed the example of those ones who succeeded in making the conciliation 
between their specific traditions and modernity (ex: Japan). 

But, the coercion fixed by the colonialism did not let them free to make the own choices. 

The Federalitude is oriented in a movement of contribution for the rebirth of Africa. It 
aims at restoring the African states from the basis, leaning on the remaining vestiges of 
the genuine, nay Antigua. 

What we do call “the basis” is composed of what that always has been and will be. It’s the 
human capital, the local populations with their different cultures with the natural 
potential from their respective native regions. 

This potential has to be changed into wealthes, human values, economical and 
ecological. But, to reach the goals, it is necessary to institute a political organization, 
adapted to the realities and to the modern imperatives of development. 

The concept more eligible to explain the thought processes of the Federalitude is called 
“the principle of subsidiarity”. 

In politics, the principle of subsidiarity consists of putting at a higher level –central state- 
only what the lower level cannot realize with the same efficiency than the higher one. 

Actually, what does the Federalitude consist in? 

III. Four pillars to reach democracy, peace and prosperity 

The Federalitude lays on four pillars. These four pillars deserve to be discussed now, if 
one day we want to make the post-colonialism states to reach democracy, peace and 
prosperity. 

A good comprehension of the pillars will avoid the people, and to many states, making 
the same errors suffered by the great powers than them, under colonialism in the past. 

1. Federating instead of centralizing 

Federating means to gather, to unify. The federation is naturally present as we face the 
necessity of keeping a group cohesion, made of entities from different natures. 

The Federalitude recommends leaning on local micro-structures. Each one developed, 
following its specificities, the national unity and wealth are, then, built on principles of 
respect of diversity and solidarity between micro-states. 

In theses conditions, the centralization lets the place to complementarity, agreement, 
contribution, and cooperation. 



2. Governing collegially and not alone 

Very few countries do elect their state leader in the universal direct suffrage –case of 
France under Napoleon in 1848, and since 1962 with the General de Gaulle-. 

This practice is so neither universal nor African. In a system made of local micro-states, 
the central government must be at the image of the national diversity. 

In other words, all ethnics and all regions might be represented, if necessary by turns, 
with a collegial government restricted to seven (7) ministers. That collegial government 
will only be put in charge of coherence and national cohesion. 

It will be elected by a central parliament formed with senators and deputies, representing 
the local populations. 

The President has honorary duties, changing between the ministers. 

3. Legislating (laying down the laws) by considering the populations 

In lots of African cultures, the traditional chiefs used to make a consultation of their 
people’s opinion, in the guardroom, just before taking decisions about the populations. 

The Federalitude advocates that the elected responsible (deputies, senators, ministers) 
should practice the dialogue and the consultation of the population, for making sure of 
the consensus about the laws. 

Without it, they would expose themselves to the veto rights of the populations –like in 
Switzerland or at the United Nations Organization-. 

4. Lowing the professional army strengths to give security to the nation, by leaning on a 
trained people 

In the African societies, all men were qualified for defending the village, the kingdom or 
even the empire. 

The Federalitude recommends training all the citizens to the army service from the age of 
18 years old. After some yearly rehearsals until the age of 30; the citizen gets the status 
of “citizen soldier”, and becomes a regular soldier. 

He can be mobilized in the troops, in the case of necessity thanks to some arms reserves 
introduced in all towns and cities. 

The numbers of soldiers in the professional army corps are reduced in the strict 
necessary, to defend the nation. 

Conclusion: A large vision which has an impact in the evolution of the African 
societies 

With the system of the Federalitude, there will not have any more tumults relating to the 
elections in universal direct suffrage. 

At the central level, all the ethnics and regions are represented. At the local level, they 
are doers of their proper development. The alternance is assured by the rotating 
presidency within the collegial government. 

The laws are more consensual. The people deeply care about the laws and the 
constitution. The citizens soldiers make a guarantee of the freedom and the democracy, 

and give security to the system. 

Finally, with the Federalitude, the politics does fulfill its mission that consists in 
assuring “the well-being of the populations”. 

That’s why, the movement of Federalitude includes, in its structural and overall 
approach, all the social, economical, cultural, spiritual and ecological sides. 

By José Mene Berre, Consultant in management of projects development. Initiator of the 

Federalitude Movement. 

[English theme of Federalitude by Rita Solis Radius, artist poetry writer and translator.] 

 


